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Background Information

In this unit, pupils will explore the work of Henri Rousseau, focussing his work with animals and rainfor-

est landscapes. Pupils will develop their knowledge of working with acrylic paints, creating different

effects. For their final piece, they will create their own rainforest animal painting, inspired by Rousseau’s

work.

In this unit, pupil should be taught:

o to create sketch books to record their ob-
servations and use them to review and re-
visit ideas

. to improve their mastery of art and design
techniques, including drawing, painting and
sculpture with a range of materials [for ex-
ample, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]

. about great artists, architects and designers
in history

Tiger in a Tropical Storm, 1891, Henri Rousseau

Art and Design Skills and Concepts

Develop ideas:

* Develop and imaginatively extend ideas from starting
points throughout the curriculum.

e Collect information, sketches and resources and present
ideas imaginatively in a sketch book.

* Use the qualities of materials to enhance ideas.

¢ Spot the potential in unexpected results as work progress-
es.

e Comment on artworks with a fluent grasp of visual lan-
guage.

Paint:

o Sketch (lightly) before painting to combine line and col-
our.

» Create a colour palette based upon colours observed in
the natural or built world.

* Use the qualities of watercolour and acrylic paints to cre-
ate visually interesting pieces.

e Combine colours, tones and tints to enhance the mood of
a piece.

e Use brush techniques and the qualities of paint to create
texture.

¢ Develop a personal style of painting, drawing upon ideas
from other artists

Take inspiration from the greats:

* Give details (including own sketches) about the style of
some notable artists, artisans and designers.

¢ Show how the work of those studied was influential in
both society and to other artists.

e Create original pieces that show a range of influences and
styles.




Picture of Focus Artist/Designer

Facts About Focus Artist/Designer

Rousseau was a French artist who was very im-
portant during the post-impressionist movement.
He worked predominately during the 19th century.
He was self-taught and his work is extremely influ-
ential. Picasso considered him to be a genius! He
claimed that nature was his greatest teacher and
was influenced by the jungle, illustrations from
children’s books and his interest in taxidermy. He
made frequent visits to other countries to learn
about the natural landscapes.

Progression across the unit

1. To learn about Henri Rousseau and his paintings.
Children looked at Henri Rousseau’s life and his influ-
ence as a post-impressionist painter. Look at a number
of his nature paintings and discuss the techniques that
he used. Label in sketchbooks.

2. To learn brush stroke techniques

Children discussed the types of brush stroke they might
use: dry brush, wet-in-wet and drips or splatters. They
identified some of these techniques within Rousseau’s
paintings. Children practise techniques in sketchbooks
using acrylic paints. Which techniques would be best
for leaves? Tree trucks? Animal fur? As an extension,
paint a tree, leaves of grasses.

3. To create natural colour palettes by colour mixing
Show children how to mix paint to make tones, tints
and colours. Discuss how colours can convey mood.
Children create a colour palette based on the natural
world and mixed a selection of green tints, tones and
colours.

4. To plan a rainforest animal painting inspired by
Henri Rousseau

Children chose a Rainforest animal to draw and used
pencil to lightly sketch the outline. Add background
shapes, such as trees and grasses.

5. To create a rainforest animal painting using various
techniques

Children use acrylic paints to add colour to their rain-
forest animal, using a variety of learned brush tech-
niques and different thicknesses of paint to add tex-
ture.

6. To add paint using vari-
ous techniques

Children use acrylic paints
to add colour, texture and
detail to their backgrounds
to convey their chosen
mood. Children compared
their work to piece of
Rousseau’s and evaluate
their work.

Key Vocabulary

Post-Impressionism: a French art movement of the
late 19th century which is very abstract and not
worried about natural light and colour.

Acrylic paint: acrylic paint can be applied with a
dry brush and contains chemicals which allows the
paint to contract and expand in different tempera-
tures. This makes it perfect for exterior work.

Dry brush: using a dry brush to apply the paint

Wet-in-wet: applying two different colours over
each other, using a wet brush

Drips and splatters: using the brush as a tool to
flick and spatter the paint to create different
effects




