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Background Information

In this unit, children will explore the work of artist Louise Bourgeois. They will develop their rolling,

cutting, moulding and carving skills to create their own Louise Bourgeois inspired spiders.

In this unit, the children will:

Pupil should be taught:

to use a range of materials creatively to design and make
products

to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share
their ideas, experiences and imagination

to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in
using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space

about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and de-
signers, describing the differences and similarities between
different practices and disciplines, and making links to their
own work.

Spider, 1994, Louise Bourgeois

Art and Design Skills and Concepts

Develop ideas:

* Respond to ideas and starting points.
¢ Explore ideas and collect visual information.
 Explore different methods and materials as ideas develop.

Sculpture

¢ Use a combination of shapes.

¢ Include lines and texture.

e Use rolled up paper, straws, paper, card and clay as materials.
¢ Use techniques such as rolling, cutting, moulding and carving.

Take inspiration from the greats:
¢ Describe the work of notable artists, artisans and designers.

¢ Use some of the ideas of artists studied to create pieces

Facts about Focus Artist/Designer
Louise Bourgeois
Lived 1911-2010

She is best known for her
large sculptures and instal-
lations that are inspired by

her own memories and ex-
periences.

In 1947 Louise Bourgeois drew two small ink and
charcoal drawings of a spider. Fifty years later in
the late 1990s, she created a series of steel and
bronze spider sculptures.




Progression across the unit
. To explore the work of Louise Bourgeois.

Look at the work of artist Louise Bourgeois, includ-
ing sculpture and charcoal drawings. Learn basic
facts about her life. Find out what inspired her.

. To create a charcoal drawing of a spider in-
spired by Louise Bourgeois

Look at spider drawing created by Louise Bourgeois
(see Araignee and Spider). Which is most realistic?
Which is abstract? Can you see how both were in-
spired by spiders? Model how to recreate both us-
ing charcoal lines. Children create a drawing of a
realistic and abstract spider in sketch books.

. To practise rolling, cutting, moulding and
carving different materials.

Show children a collection of resources (paper,
straws, card, plasticine). How could we recreate a
spider sculpture using these materials? Discuss
which materials would work well. Model they ways
the materials can be manipulated, e.g. rolling
(paper and clay), cutting (paper, straw, plasticine),
moulding (plasticine) and carving (plasticine). Chil-
dren practise each skill.

. To create a spider sculpture

Recap on skill taught (rolling, cutting, moulding and
carving). Children make final decision on how they
will recreate the spider. Which materials would
work best for leg/body? How could moulding and
carving improve the sculpture? Children use skills
taught to create their sculpture
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