
 

Is there only one type of  

treasure? 

Background Information 

In this unit, children explore natural treasures in our local environment and use these to create collages 

inspired by the work of Andy Goldsworthy. They begin the unit by enjoying the book ‘Leaf Man’ which 

has illustrations created by leaves. Children could be challenged to hunt for natural treasure with fami-

lies and bring them into school for use in lesson 4 and 5.  

In this unit, Y1 children will:  

Pupil should be taught:  

to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products  

about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, 

describing the differences and similarities between different prac-

tices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.  

Year R/1  Autumn Term    Cycle A 

Year 1 Art and Design Skills and Concepts 

Develop ideas: 

• Respond to ideas and starting points. 

• Explore ideas and collect visual information. 

• Explore different methods and materials as ideas develop.  

Collage: 

• Use a combination of materials that are cut, torn and glued. 

• Sort and arrange materials. 

• Mix materials to create texture  

Take inspiration from the greats: 

• Describe the work of notable artists, artisans and designers.  

• Use some of the ideas of artists studied to create pieces  

Facts about Focus Artist/Designer 

Andy 
Goldsworthy is 
a British artist, 
photographer 
and environ-
mentalist.  

He’s known for 
his use of natu-
ral materials. 

 When he was 13, he got a job as a labourer on a farm. 
He believes that this job was a influence in his career 
as an artist. 

His artwork and sculptures are made from natural re-

sources.  

Goldsworthy lives in Scotland, and continues to make 

land art sculptures in the UK and other areas of the 

world. 

Reception children will:  

C&L– Learn new vocabulary; Articulate their ideas and 

thoughts in well thought out sentences 

PSED- Express their feelings and consider the feelings 

of others.  

PD- Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a 

range of tools competently, safely and confidently.  

Maths- Continue, copy and create repeating patterns. 

UTW- Explore natural materials, indoors and outside.   

EAD- Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to 

express their ideas and feelings. Return to and build on their 

previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability 

to represent them. Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, re-

sources and skills.  

 



Fall Leaves, Andy Goldsworthy  

Progression across the unit 

1. To use natural objects (leaves) to recreate an 

animal.  

Read ‘Leaf Man’ by Lois Ehlert. Can the children spot 

the animals made out of leaves? How can we make ani-

mals out of leaves. Print out examples from the book to 

assist children. Go on a leaf hunt to collect autumn 

leaves. Children make a leaf animal (easier animals to 

make—butterflies and fish, more challenging– ducks, 

birds). Children could cut leaves to add smaller details 

(beaks, spots, etc) and develop scissor skills. 

2. To give opinions about the work of Andy 

Goldsworthy.  

Look at a selection of Andy Goldsworthy’s work and 

possibly the video. Discuss what this artist uses to cre-

ate his work– natural materials! Reception– In small 

groups, suggest which is their favourite and why. Year 1

- Look at the leaf artwork. Can children suggest patterns 

used? Children select their favourite artwork, stick into 

sketchbook and add notes about how Andy might have 

created the work.  

3. To create patterns with colour and shape.  

Give children a selection of leaves. Model how to create 

artwork with repeating patterns (different colours and 

shapes). Children create repeating patterns of varying 

complexities (as appropriate). Year 1- Show 

Goldsworthy work where colour gradients are used. 

Model how to sort leaves following a colour gradient 

(orange to yellow, green to brown) 

Children practice placing leaves on colour gradients.  

4. To plan a collage inspired by Andy Goldsworthy’s 

work 

Children consider how they could create a Goldsworthy 

inspired leaf collage. How will they consider leaf shape, 

use of repeated pattern and colour gradients (Y1) in 

their design? Will they use whole leaves or cut some? 

Children experiment with placing real leaves, taking 

photographs when they create a design they like. They 

could also incorporate other available natural materials 

like twigs, pine cones, conkers.  

Key Vocabulary 

Natural    Colour gradient   

Repeated Pattern Tone  Cut   

Tear   Collage   Spiral  

Concentric circles  

5. To create collage inspired by Andy Goldsworthy’s 

work.  

Children use natural resources (leaves/twigs/pine 

cones) to create their collage in groups. Remind chil-

dren of use of cutting and tearing leaves to add addi-

tional details, repeated patterns, colour gradients.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Q6asTLJ1wQ
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zp4bbqt

