
 

Is it right to fight? 

 

Background Information 

 

In this unit, children build on the sculpture skills they have previously learnt. They will learnt to create a 

clap poppy and rose and will then apply their skills to creating a flower of their own design. Finally they 

will add a ceramic glaze, before displaying their flower as part of a whole class art installation.  

In this unit, pupil should be taught:  

• to create sketch books to record their ob-

servations and use them to review and re-

visit ideas  

• to improve their mastery of art and design 

techniques, including drawing, painting and 

sculpture with a range of materials [for ex-

ample, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]  

• about great artists, architects and designers 

in history  

Year 5/6   Autumn Term    Cycle A 

Art and Design Skills and Concepts 

Develop ideas: 

• Develop and imaginatively extend ideas from starting 

points throughout the curriculum. 

• Collect information, sketches and resources and present 

ideas imaginatively in a sketch book. 

• Use the qualities of materials to enhance ideas. 

• Spot the potential in unexpected results as work progress-

es. 

• Comment on artworks with a fluent grasp of visual lan-

guage.  

Sculpture:  

• Show life-like qualities and real-life proportions or, if more 

abstract, provoke different interpretations. 

• Use tools to carve and add shapes, texture and pattern. 

• Combine visual and tactile qualities. 

• Use frameworks (such as wire or moulds) to provide sta-

bility and form.  

Take inspiration from the greats: 

• Give details (including own sketches) about the style of 

some notable artists, artisans and designers. 

• Show how the work of those studied was influential in 

both society and to other artists. 

• Create original pieces that show a range of influences and 

styles.  

 Blood Swept Lands and Seas 

of Red , Paul Cummins 



Picture of Tom Piper (L) and Paul Cummins (R) Progression across the unit 

1. To explore an artist’s work  

Introduce the artist and ceramicist Paul Cummins. Find out 

about Tower of London poppies using link., including watch-

ing video of how poppies were made.  

2. To experiment with shaping clay  

Discuss how there are different ways we can shape clay. Ex-

periment with using clay tools to carve and add shapes, 

texture and pattern to shape pieces of clay.  

Follow tutorials to make a poppy and rose with clay (or 

plasticine). Discuss skills and techniques used (rolling, 

pinching, carving, holes, hollows, joining). 

Poppy- https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=hlfIwvfAJ4U 

Roses- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiYirS-lU5I 

3. To design a ceramic flower  

Research different types of flowers. Discuss which would 

work well being sculpted out of clay. Which previously learnt 

skills and techniques would be useful? In sketch books, chil-

dren design own flower, which they will sculpt from clay. 

Include colour of final glaze.   

4. To create a ceramic flower with clay 

Using skills learnt in previous lessons, children create flower 

from clay. Use techniques taught to sculpt petals. Model how 

children will attach wire to allow flower to stand up.  

4.. To be able to add colour glaze to clay 

After 7-10 days, the flowers will be ready to glaze. Model 

how to add glaze, avoiding moving flower to prevent break-

ages.  

5.  To be able to evaluate a piece of work  

What do children like? What they have enjoyed about the 

project? What they would like to improve about it? What 

they would do differently next time? Why? 

 

The major art installation Blood Swept Lands and Seas 
of Red at the Tower of London marked one hundred 
years since the first full day of Britain's involvement in 
the First World War. 
 
Created by artists Paul Cummins and Tom Piper, 
888,246 ceramic poppies progressively filled the 
Tower's famous moat between July and November 
2014.  
 
21,688 people volunteered to install the poppies. Each 
poppy represented a British military fatality during the 
war. 
 
The poppies encircled the Tower, creating not only a 
spectacular display visible from all around the Tower, 
but also a location for personal reflection. 

 

Key Vocabulary 

rolling   pinching  carving 

Holes   hollows   joining  

Smoothing  sculpt 

glaze  

https://www.hrp.org.uk/tower-of-london/history-and-stories/tower-of-london-remembers/#gs.cmrvqf

