
Are there any discoveries still to 

be made? 

Short summary  

Background Information 

 

In this unit children will focus on developing their sculpture skills, as well as developing some drawing 

skills. They will use wire and Modroc to create a sculpture of an insect of their choice.  

In this unit, pupil should be taught:  

• to create sketch books to record their ob-

servations and use them to review and re-

visit ideas  

• to improve their mastery of art and design 

techniques, including drawing, painting and 

sculpture with a range of materials [for ex-

ample, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]  

• about great artists, architects and designers 

in history  

Year 5/6   Spring Term    Cycle B 

Art and Design Skills and Concepts 

Develop ideas: 

• Develop and imaginatively extend ideas from starting 

points throughout the curriculum. 

• Collect information, sketches and resources and present 

ideas imaginatively in a sketch book. 

• Use the qualities of materials to enhance ideas. 

• Spot the potential in unexpected results as work progress-

es. 

• Comment on artworks with a fluent grasp of visual lan-

guage.  

Sculpture:  

• Show life-like qualities and real-life proportions or, if more ab-

stract, provoke different interpretations. 

• Use tools to carve and add shapes, texture and pattern. 

• Combine visual and tactile qualities. 

• Use frameworks (such as wire or moulds) to provide stability and 

form  

Take inspiration from the greats: 

• Give details (including own sketches) about the style of 

some notable artists, artisans and designers. 

• Show how the work of those studied was influential in 

both society and to other artists. 

• Create original pieces that show a range of influences and 

styles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Facts about Focus Artist/Designer 

Dawn Cooper is an illustrator based in Bristol. Her work 

includes non-fiction books for children, book covers, 

maps and packaging, all heavily inspired by the natural 

world and its many creatures, as well as traditional bo-

tanical drawings and works of fiction.  

Lucy Arnold is a California artist inspired by nature. She 

paints insects, birds, flowers, stones, and fallen feath-

ers. Painting allows her to reveal the beauty in small, 

intimate details of nature.  

Progression across the unit 

1. To explore the work of illustrator Dawn Cooper in 

Insect Emporium and Lucy Arnold. 

Introduce the book Insect Emporium to the children and the 

work of Lucy Arnold. Look closely at some of the insects. 

What drawing/painting techniques can children identify? 

Which are their favourite drawings? Why? 

2. To develop close observational drawing skills  

Look at a range of drawn beetles and bugs, including within 

insectarium and Lucy Arnold’s work. Observe closely the fea-

tures – the position of the features, the proportions as well 

as how detail has been added using colours, shading, blend-

ing, burnishing, hatching, cross contour lines, etc. Model 

techniques with pencil and watercolour. Use pencils and wa-

tercolours to sketch/paint models of beetles in resin using 

skills taught.   

3. To manipulate materials to make a 3D form  

Children experiment with different ways of shaping newspa-

per and wire to provide stability and form. Model how to 

create a newspaper and wire beetle before the children cre-

ate their own frame. https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=8wWfb7-NcI4  

4. To use covering materials (Modroc) to create 3D models  

Model how to use Modroc to cover their wire figures. Chil-

dren cover their figures.  

5. To mix colours, shades, tints and tone  

Recap on how change the colours, shades, tints and tones of 

paints. Children paint their sculptures reflecting the creature 

they are trying to portray. Details could be added with posca 

pens.  

 

 

Significance of Scarab Beetle in Ancient 

Egypt 

Ancient Egyptians were fascinated by the sacred scarab 

beetle. The beetle symbol known as a scarab was ubiq-

uitous in ancient Egyptian religion. Scarabs were found 

in religious rites, tomb hieroglyphics, drawings, as amu-

lets, commemoratives, good luck charms, and hand-

carved scarabs were buried with the dead.  

We can trace the ideas which the Egyptians held about 

this insect as far back in time as the building of the pyr-

amids (ca. 2500 B.C.) and there is no doubt that they 

represented beliefs which even at that early period 

were very old.  
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