
What lies above our heads and 

beneath our feet? 

 

Background Information 

During this unit, linked to the children’s learning about space, the children will use the work of Peter 

Thorpe as inspiration for creating their own rocket painting. They will develop their drawing skills, using 

oil pastels, to explore shades, tones, tints, blending, scumbling, sgraffito and stippling.  

In this unit, pupil should be taught:  

• to create sketch books to record their ob-

servations and use them to review and re-

visit ideas  

• to improve their mastery of art and design 

techniques, including drawing, painting and 

sculpture with a range of materials [for ex-

ample, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]  

• about great artists, architects and designers 

in history  
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Art and Design Skills and Concepts 

Develop ideas: 

• Develop and imaginatively extend ideas from starting 

points throughout the curriculum. 

• Collect information, sketches and resources and present 

ideas imaginatively in a sketch book. 

• Use the qualities of materials to enhance ideas. 

• Spot the potential in unexpected results as work progress-

es. 

• Comment on artworks with a fluent grasp of visual lan-

guage.  

Drawing:  

• Use a variety of techniques to add interesting effects (e.g. 
reflections, shadows, direction of sunlight). 
• Use a choice of techniques to depict movement, perspec-
tive, shadows and reflection. 
• Choose a style of drawing suitable for the work (e.g. real-
istic or impressionistic). 
• Use lines to represent movement. 
 

Take inspiration from the greats: 

• Give details (including own sketches) about the style of 

some notable artists, artisans and designers. 

• Show how the work of those studied was influential in 

both society and to other artists. 

• Create original pieces that show a range of influences and 

styles.  

 

 

 

Rocket Paintings, Peter Thorpe  



Picture of Focus Artist/Designer 

 

Progression across the unit 

1. To explore an artist’s work  

Introduce the artist Peter Thorpe. Explore a range of his  paintings. 

What can they see, how do you think he made these images. What 

is the same/different about the paintings? Can they identify any 

techniques the artist has used?  

2. To experiment with different drawing effects  

Discuss how there are different ways we can create different 

effects, including blending, scumbling, sgraffito, stippling.  

3. To create atmosphere and light effects by mixing and matching 

colours  

Discuss shades, tones and tints. Shade – add black, tone – add grey 

and tint – add white. Experiment with a range of colours to create 

shades/tones/tints for the background of the pastel drawings. Look 

at the light source in the pictures. What effect does it have? Its light-

er around it.  

4. To be able to design and develop a drawing from a painting  

Children will be making their own versions of Peter Thorpe’s 

paintings. Design their own pictures- draw and label their, including  

what colours they will use, the rocket, where the planets and the 

light source will be placed.  

5. To be able to create a painting using a range of skills  

Create own versions of Peter Thorpe’s rocket paintings. Create 

backgrounds with shades, tones and tints. blending, scumbling, 

sgraffito, stippling. Use acrylic white paint by flicking it to create a 

stars effect. Then the children can create their rocket and later add-

ing them onto the painting.  

6. To be able to evaluate a piece of work  

What do children like? What they have enjoyed about the project? 

What they would like to improve about it? What they would do 

differently next time? Why? 

Facts About Focus Artist/Designer 

Peter Joseph Thorpe was born on November 9th, 1957, in 

Portland, Oregon, USA.  

He has been an illustrator and designer since 1976.  

He specializes in book covers but also developed his Rocket 

Painting series while working as Creative Director of the 

Space Frontier Foundation (1988 – 2008) and continues the 

series to this day.  

While attending an exchange program at Lincoln College, 

Oxford, studying art and literature, he met Pauline Baynes, 

the artist who was best known for illustrating The Chronicles 

of Narnia by C. S. Lewis and The Lord of the Rings by J. R. R. 

Tolkien. Baynes encouraged Peter to pursue his interests in 

illustration.  

Key Vocabulary 

Shade 

Tone  

Tint 

Stippling  

Blending 

Scumbling 

Sgraffito 

Acyclic 

Pastels  

 

 


