What was the legacy of the Ro-
man Empire?

Year 3/4 Summer Term Cycle A

Background Information

During this unit, children will work on both collage and print skills. They will be inspired by Roman mosa-
ics to create a design of their own, arranging mosaic tiles for striking effect. They will build on their
mono-printing skills from KS1 to print in layers of two or more colours, with precise repeating patterns.

In this unit, pupil should be taught: Art and Design Skills and Concepts
. to create sketch books to record their ob- Develop ideas:
servations and use them to review and re- « Develop ideas from starting points throughout
visit ideas the curriculum.

¢ Collect information, sketches and resources.

. to improve their mastery of art and design « Adapt and refine ideas as they progress.

techniques, including drawing, painting and « Explore ideas in a variety of ways.
sculpture with a range of materials [for ex- e Comment on artworks using visual language
ample, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]
Collage
. about great artists, architects and designers e Select and arrange materials for a striking
effect.

in history
* Ensure work is precise.

e Use coiling, overlapping, tessellation, mosaic

and montage

Print
e Use layers of two or more colours.
* Replicate patterns observed in natural or
built environments.
X : * Make printing blocks (e.g. from coiled
armiis -'-i'-'-"&'.‘:&!% s string glued to a block).

- ' * Make precise repeating patterns.

Take inspiration from the greats:

* Replicate some of the techniques used by nota-

ble artists, artisans and designers.
e Create original pieces that are influenced by

studies of others.




Progression across the unit
. To explore Roman mosaic art.

Look at a wide range of Roman mosaics. What was the
place of mosaics in Ancient Roman culture? Would
would have created them? Choose three and comment
in sketchbooks on them using visual language.

o To create an original mosaic inspired by Roman
designs

Discuss the steps in creating a mosaic. Discuss what
shape pieces the tiles are and how they can be fitted
together to create a design. Use terminology tesserae
and interstice. Model how to arrange and glue the
mosaic tiles. Children create mosaic.

o To make a printing block (collagraph printing)

Model how you can make a printing block by adding a
material (spring/foam squares etc) to block. Shape the
foam squares into a simple shape and stick it on to
some thick carboard, and show the children how this
makes a simple block print. Children make a simple mini
print blocks by adding foam shapes to cardboard to cre-
ate the block. Children choose own design.

o To print with two colour overlay

Explain that today we will be adding some colour to our
simple block prints from the previous lesson. They will
be doing a colour overlay so will need to make a second
block. Model using the roller and how to add colour to
the to the print before trying to print it on a piece of
paper. Children have a go at printing with both printing
blocks to add two layers of colours. Children can experi-
ment with designs and colours in sketchbooks.

o To print with two colour overlay

Children decide on final Roman border design. They
should make their two printing blocks and print their
designs onto a piece of card to create a border for their
mosaic tile.

o To evaluate a piece of work

What do children like about their print? What would
they would like to improve about it?

Facts About Focus Artist/Designer

One of the few ancient mosaic artists known by name

was Sosus of Pergamon, though his works were often repli-
cated by later craftsmen. Two of his famous mosaics include
The Unswept Floor and Doves Drinking From a Bowl. The
latter was discovered in 1737 during an excavation of Hadri-

an's Villa in Tivoli, Italy
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