
 

Who owns a country? 

 

Background Information 

During this unit, linked to the children’s work on Vikings, the children will learn collage skills such as coil-

ing, overlapping and tearing. They will also develop some paint skills as they use watercolour paint tech-

niques.  

In this unit, pupil should be taught:  

• to create sketch books to record their ob-

servations and use them to review and re-

visit ideas  

• to improve their mastery of art and design 

techniques, including drawing, painting and 

sculpture with a range of materials [for ex-

ample, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]  

• about great artists, architects and designers 

in history  

Year 3/4    Spring Term    Cycle B 

Art and Design Skills and Concepts 

Develop ideas: 

• Develop ideas from starting points 

throughout the curriculum. 

• Collect information, sketches and resources. 

• Adapt and refine ideas as they progress. 

• Explore ideas in a variety of ways. 

• Comment on artworks using visual language  

Collage:  

• Select and arrange materials for a striking  

effect.  

• Ensure work is precise.  

• Use coiling, overlapping, tessellation 

Take inspiration from the greats: 

• Replicate some of the techniques used by nota-

ble artists, artisans and designers. 

• Create original pieces that are influenced by 

studies of others.  

 

 

Norway’s Viking Ship Painting, Kristi Argyle 



Progression across the unit 

To explore collage techniques 
Introduce children to ‘collage. Watch video or model techniques 
(layering, overlapping, texture) and also include coiling and tessella-
tion. Children to try out each technique using different paper types. 
Stick onto base paper and add to sketch books.  
 
To explore existing artwork 
Look at Kristie Argyle’s Viking ship picture. What do children think of 
it? Where might different collage techniques covered last week be 
useful in recreating this picture? Coiling for shields, tearing and 
overlapping for waves, etc. 
 
To prepare base paper using pastels  
Discuss what will feature in sky (sun, clouds). What colours could 
children use (reds, oranges, yellows or 
purples and blues). Model how to use 
horizontal lines and blending to create sky 
on top half of base paper. Practise in 
sketchbook and create chosen design on 
base paper.  
 
To create watercolour paint effects to represent the sea. 
 
Introduce children to three different 
watercolour techniques (splatter 
painting, wet-on-wet with two colours/
tones and add a sprinkle of salt when 
finished wet-on-wet and when finished, 
cover with a piece of cling wrap over-
night). Use techniques to create sea effect.  
 
To use paint and collage to create a Viking longship 
Look at Viking longship designs, including use of serpent heads. 
Model how to draw longship shape and then use collage to add 
shields (coiling) and sail (layering). Children draw and then collage 
Viking ship.  
 
To use collage techniques to complete Viking longship artwork. 
 
With a piece of scrap paper, practice tear-
ing to create the shape of waves. Use 
tearing and overlapping to create the 
waves with painted paper. Discuss how to 
layer Viking longship onto to convey 
movement through waves. Complete col-
lage.  

Examples of Viking ship collages 

Key Vocabulary 

Tessellation: an arrangement of shapes fitted together 

with no gaps or overlapping 

Coiling: rolling strips of paper to create 3D texture 

Overlapping: layering the pieces of paper 

Tearing: carefully ripping images out to create a rough 

edge and effect 

Cutting: using scissors to cut around the image 

Wet-on-wet: Painting wet paint over wet paint or wet 

paper. 

Splatter: Flicking paper from paint brush to create an 

effect 

Horizontal strokes: Moving paintbrush from left to 

right.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UpgEu6PV7XQ

