
W hat can we discover from the 

Ancient Greeks? 

 

Background Information 

 
In this art unit the children will explore a range of Greek pottery and identify the key features of them. Before 

then making a thumb pot and a coil pot out of clay and adding detail and a smooth finish to it.  

In this unit, pupil should be taught:  

• to create sketch books to record their ob-

servations and use them to review and re-

visit ideas  

• to improve their mastery of art and design 

techniques, including drawing, painting and 

sculpture with a range of materials [for ex-

ample, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]  

• about great artists, architects and designers 

in history  
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Art and Design Skills and Concepts 

Develop ideas: 

• Develop ideas from starting points 

throughout the curriculum. 

• Collect information, sketches and resources. 

• Adapt and refine ideas as they progress. 

• Explore ideas in a variety of ways. 

• Comment on artworks using visual language  

Sculpture 

• Create and combine shapes to create 

recognisable forms (e.g. shapes made from 

nets or solid materials). 

• Include texture that conveys feelings, 

expression or movement. 

• Use clay and other mouldable materials. 

• Add materials to provide interesting detail.  

Take inspiration from the greats: 

• Replicate some of the techniques used by nota-

ble artists, artisans and designers. 

• Create original pieces that are influenced by 

studies of others.  

 

Andokides, ancient Athenian vase painter, active 

from approximately 530 to 515 B.C  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Progression across the unit 

1. To explore an artefact 

Introduce the Greek pottery. What can you see? What col-

ours are there? What are the key parts of the pottery? What 

might they be made of?  

2.  To manipulate clay to create a simple thumb pot  

Greek pottery is made of terracotta. Start with a ball of clay. 

Push thumb into the centre and pinch the walls. Turn the pot 

as you pinch. Pat the bottom on a flat surface to create a flat 

spot on the of the pot. What will we need to add to make 

their pots more like the Greek ones? Colour, handles, shape, 

etc  

3.  To coil clay  

Coil clay to make a simple flat circle shape as the base of the 

pot. Roll out the clay into a long thin sausage shape (making 

sure the coil is the same thickness the whole length). Wrap 

the coil round in a circle shape around the base and then 

going up making layers. Make it wider and thinner by moving 

the coil closer to the edge or closer to the inside of the pot.  

4. To use joining techniques to add detail and use 

smoothing techniques to create a desired finish  

How else they could make their pot look more like a Greek 

pot? Adding handles and making sure it is smooth. Use a little 

bit of water to help join pieces of clay. Smooth the clay by 

adding a little bit of water and rubbing it gently with a finger 

or a small paintbrush.  

5. To mix colours, shades, tones and tints with confidence  

Identify the common features including the colours, patterns, 

etc. Children design their own Greek pot. Paint design in 

book, include mixing their own colours to make the orange 

tints and shades.  

6. To use clay to create a coil pot using joining tech-

niques to add detail  

Children make their final pieces.  

7. To evaluate a piece of artwork  

Look at their completed Greek inspired coil pots. What do 

you like? What have you enjoyed about the project? What 

would you like to improve about it? What would you do 

differently next time and why?  

Exekias, ancient Greek vase painter and potter who 

was active in Athens between roughly 545 BC and 

530 BC.  
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