
How does humankind leave its 

mark on the world? 

 

Background Information 

During this unit, pupils will explore techniques used in cave painting. They will learn about the Lascaux 

cave painting, including the story of how they were discovered in recent times. They will explore col-

ours, how to add textures to paints and will use a variety of tools to apply paint. The pupils will end the 

unit by creating their own ‘cave painting’. 

In this unit, pupil should be taught:  

• to create sketch books to record their ob-

servations and use them to review and re-

visit ideas  

• to improve their mastery of art and design 

techniques, including drawing, painting and 

sculpture with a range of materials [for ex-

ample, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]  

• about great artists, architects and designers 

in history  

Year 3/4    Autumn Term    Cycle A 

Art and Design Skills and Concepts 

Develop ideas: 

• Develop ideas from starting points 

throughout the curriculum. 

• Collect information, sketches and resources. 

• Adapt and refine ideas as they progress. 

• Explore ideas in a variety of ways. 

• Comment on artworks using visual language 

Painting: 

• Use a number of brush techniques using thick 

and thin brushes to produce shapes, textures, 

patterns and lines. 

• Mix colours effectively. 

• Use watercolour paint to produce washes for 

backgrounds then add detail. 

• Experiment with creating mood with colour  

Take inspiration from the greats: 

• Replicate some of the techniques used by nota-

ble artists, artisans and designers. 

• Create original pieces that are influenced by 

studies of others.  

 

Lascaux Cave Paintings  

 



Picture of Focus Artist 

Sherry Bryant, 1946-2015 

 

 

Red Horse Cave Panting, Sherry Bryant 

Progression across the unit 

1. To explore cave art.  

Introduce the Lascaux Cave Paintings, explore what they are, 

why they were created, where they are in the world, etc. 

Children identify what they can see, the different colours 

used, what they think it might be made of, how where they 

done, etc. Introduce Sherry Bryant’s paintings and compare 

her work with the cave paintings.  

2.  To investigate a colour spectrum and mix shades and 

tints.  

What colours can we can see in the cave paintings? Explain 

that paint made from dirt or charcoal mixed with spit or ani-

mal fat, so most of the colours are dark. Most colours seen 

are red, black, orange, brown, ochre. Identify the colours 

from the cave painting on the colour wheel. Pick a colour 

that is used frequently in the cave paintings and then as a 

class look at the spectrum of that colour, discuss how the 

colour gets darker and lighter. Model adding black and white 

to change the colour. Children create a spectrum of the col-

our by making shades and tints.  

3. To experiment with different textures of paint  

Explore how you could change the texture of the paint by 

adding different materials to it. Label the test patch for fu-

ture reference. Children experiment with textures by adding 

more or less water to the paint, and then other products 

such as sand, shaving foam, etc.  

4. To experiment with paint techniques 

Experiment with different tools to paint– thick and thin 

brushes, toothbrushes, lollysticks, twigs, etc. What effects do 

they create?  

5. To create own cave painting  

Children decide what animals they’d like to include in their 

cave painting. Model how to create background wash. Paint 

on animal(s) of choice using paint. Children to decide what 

colours to use, what tools to use to paint and whether to add 

other materials to paint to create other textures.  

6. To evaluate cave painting   

Create a class gallery. Children to look at artwork and add 

post-it notes with evaluations to some of the works. Include 

comments of effects created by tools, textures and colours.  

Facts about the discovery of Lascaux Cave 

Paintings  

Near Montignac, France, a collection of prehistoric cave 
paintings are discovered by four teenagers who stumbled 
upon the ancient artwork after following their dog down a 
narrow entrance into a cavern. The 15,000- to 17,000-year-
old paintings, consisting mostly of animal representations, 
are among the finest examples of art from the Upper Paleo-
lithic period. 

The walls of the cavern are decorated with some 600 painted 
and drawn animals and symbols and nearly 1,500 engravings. 
The pictures depict in excellent detail numerous types of ani-
mals, including horses, red deer, stags, bovines, felines, and 
what appear to be mythical creatures.  

 

Key Vocabulary 

Charcoal 

Ochre 

Spectrum 

Shades 

Tints  

Tools  

Textures  

https://www.history.com/news/prehistoric-ages-timeline
https://www.history.com/news/prehistoric-ages-timeline

