
Where in the world would you like 

to go?  

 

Background Information 
While learning about different places in the world, the children will focus on a desert area of Australia. They will 

learn about the Aboriginals, the indigenous people of Australia, and about the Aboriginal dot painting style. They 

will learn simple facts about Emily Kame Kngwarreye’s life and some of the paintings. They will make colours of 

different tints and shades and will mix primary colours to make secondary colours before creating their own piece 

of work in the style of Emily Kame Kngwarreye/ 

In this unit, the children will:  

Pupil should be taught:  

to use a range of materials creatively to design and make 

products  

to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share 

their ideas, experiences and imagination  

to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in 

using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space  

about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and de-

signers, describing the differences and similarities between 

different practices and disciplines, and making links to their 

own work.  

Year 1/2   Spring Term    Cycle B 

Art and Design Skills and Concepts 

Develop ideas: 

• Respond to ideas and starting points. 

• Explore ideas and collect visual information. 

• Explore different methods and materials as 

ideas develop.  

Paint: 

• Use thick and thin brushes and other tools for painting. 

• Mix primary colours to make secondary. 

• Add white to colours to make tints and black 

to colours to make tones. 

• Create colour wheels.  
 

Take inspiration from the greats: 

• Describe the work of notable artists, artisans and designers.  

• Use some of the ideas of artists studied to create pieces  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Country IV, 1995                           Yam Seed, 1988-1989  

Emily Kame Kngwarreye 

Picture of Focus Artist 

 



Progression across the unit 

1. Explore the work of Emily Kame Kngwarreye 

Appraise of the work of Kngwarreye. What is the same? 

What is different? What are your favourite pieces? Give rea-

sons for choices. Select favourites and stick into sketch 

books.  

2.  To make tints and shades of a colour by adding white 

and black to a colour.  

Look at the work of  Kngwarreye  and focus initially on col-

our. Examine pieces where single colours of different shades 

are used. How do the children think the artist created these 

different shades? Explain how tints can be made by adding 

white to a colour, making it lighter and that black can be add-

ed to a colour to make it darker. After teacher modelling, the 

children create two colour charts showing how by adding 

white or black a colour will get gradually lighter or darker. 

Record in art books. Compare tints and shades created to 

those used in the original art work.  

3. To mix primary colours to create secondary colours.  

Focus on primary colours and how these are used to create 

secondary colours. Explore with children. Children create a 

colour wheel in sketchbooks.  

4. To learn techniques for paint application.  

Look again at Emily’s work. What paint techniques can be 

seen? Model techniques, e,g, dots, lines, swirls with paint-

brushes and cotton buds. Children practise techniques in 

sketchbooks. 

5. To use techniques taught to create their own piece in the 

style of Kngwarreye  

Children create own picture, mixing colours and choosing 

which paint techniques to use.  

6. To evaluate work 

Children evaluate work using criteria. 

Facts about Focus Artist/Designer 

• Emily Kame Kngwarreye (1910– 1996) 

• Aboriginal Australian artist from the Northern Territo-
ry.  

• Kngwarreye is one of the most successful artists in the 
history of Australian art.  

• The use of batik marked a new era for Aboriginal 
women in the northern Territories. Up to this point 
women had solely assisted male painters, with only a 
few women ever creating their own works. 

• Kngwarreye worked in batik until 1988 as this was the 
traditional form, and then was introduced to acrylics. 

• Kngwarreye used Aboriginal style of similarly sized 
dots to create work that she sold for lots of money.  

• Kngwarreye’s paintings are displayed all over the 
world.    

Key Vocabulary 

Aboriginal- relating to the indigenous peoples of Australia  

Tints– a shade or variety of colour 

Shades– related to how light or dark a colour is 

Primary colours– any of a group of colours from which 

all other colours can be obtained by mixing 

Secondary colours– a colour resulting from the mixing of 

two primary colours 

Blend– mixing two colours 

Technique– a way of carrying out a particular task 

Dots, dashes, swirls 

Evaluate– to assess pieces of work 

Appraise– assess the value or quality 

 


