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Headteacher’s News  
It is hard to believe that December will be upon us next week! We have finalised our plans 

for our Christmas activities and are pleased that we are able to be more ‘normal’ this year. 

That said, covid is still a problem and there is continued anxiety about mixing, particularly 

in families with to vulnerable family members. Details of some of our  

 

 

 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 Nativity Performance 

We are pleased to be able to invite parents to watch the children perform this year. Due to 

the continued presence of covid, we still need to take precautions. We are inviting one 

adult per family to attend each performance. 

We know this may cause some disappointment 

to extended family members but thank you for 

your understanding.  

 

Sign up here for a ticket for Tuesday 7th Decem-

ber:   

 

Christmas Disco/Parties  

Rather than a whole school Christmas disco, we 

have decided to host class parties again this 

year. These will be held on Tuesday 14th December from 2-4pm.  

 

KS2 Carol Service  

We are pleased to be able to invite parents to attend this year. Due to the continued pres-

ence of covid, we still need to take precautions. We are inviting one adult per family to 

attend the Carol Service. We know this may cause some disappointment but thank you for 

your understanding.  

 

 

 

Swallows Class visit the 
National Space Centre 
 

Spring Term 2023/24 
26th January . No.5 

Upcoming Diary 
Dates 

Monday 29th and Tuesday 

30th January– Oxford 

Opera Workshops in school 

 

Wednesday 31st January- 

Year 3 Art Workshop at 

Cokethorpe School  

 

Monday 5th February- Re-

ception and Year 6 NHS 

Measurement Programme 

 

Wednesday 7th February– 

Wellbeing Wednesday 

 

Thursday 8th February- 

Year 5/6 to Blenheim Pal-

ace 

 

Friday 9th February– Lunar 

New Year celebration in 

school 

 

 

Headteacher’s News 

You may have seen that we have upgraded our website. The new photos are 
looking lovely but unfortunately there are some areas of the website 
(particularly the class pages) that have not been upgraded correctly. I am hop-
ing this will be resolved early next week. Apologies for the inconvenience.   

We have had a new surface installed under the shade canopy this week, which 
should make it usable all year. We are grateful to FoCS for funding the works. 
We’ve also resurfaced part of the Red Kites outdoor classroom area and look 
forward to adding the climbing frames, resources and some new plants soon.  

All school are required to hold a 
‘collective worship’ each day and we 
have recently introduced ‘wild worship’, 
which means it takes place outdoors ra-
ther than in the hall or classroom. We 
ended the Autumn term by gathering 
around a fire and reflecting on the last 
year (one rotation around the sun as it 
was the winter solstice). Last week our 
wellbeing committee led a carousel of 
activities in the playground relating to the new year and next week the Eco 
Council will lead us in some birdwatching (to mark the Big Garden Birdwatch). 
So far we are really enjoying the occasions!  

OxTrail 

OxTrail is an exciting event coming to Oxfordshire this summer. A herd of life-
sized and miniature oxen will be grazing across the county. Each ox sculpture 
will be individually designed by artists and by local schools, including Combe, 
making the herd truly unique. We will be 
fundraising for our ox over the next few 
weeks, with each class choosing how 
they’d like to raise approximately £100. 
The money raised will support Sobell 
House Hospice, who provide expert and 
compassionate care to people at the end 
of life, and support to their family and 
friends. 



Watches 

Notice about watches in 
school: Watches, including a 
fitbit or similar gadget that 
counts steps is fine, but any 
smart watches/device that 
is able to send/receive calls 
or messages or take photo-
graphs is treated the same 
as mobile phones and are 
not allowed to be used on 

site.  

Year 2 Lego Day 

Year 2 were privileged to be invited to a Corinthian Partnership Lego workshop at Cokethorpe School. It was a fabu-
lously fun morning with so many cognitive, physical and social learning opportunities. The children worked in mixed 
teams with 3 other schools to respond to challenges. Firstly, the children built sturdy bridges of specific sizes before 
developing a city using Lego. The children made thoughtful choices about their chosen designs and thoroughly en-
joyed this activity. A great opportunity to show our school values: 

Community- working alongside and with children across the Corinthian 
schools  

Courage- bravely working with new friends  
Compassion- sharing resources and helping others 
 
Cokethorpe kindly hosted lunch. This was a real bonus! 
Thank you Cokethorpe and well done to the children, 
who represented the school and behaved beautifully. 

KS2 to the Sheldonian Theatre 

KS2 enjoyed our visit to the Schools’ Concert at the Sheldonian Theatre. We were introduced to many orchestra 

instruments and treated to performances from the Little Mermaid, Fantasia and joined in with singing some sea 

shanties. We also enjoyed spotting some of the filming locations from the recent Wonka movie.  

School Values Winners 

Reception–  Arabella and Arthur 

Year 1– Flossie and Alice 

Year 2— Isabelle, Ursula and Finn 

Year 3– Juno and Matilda 

Year 4— Edith and Dougie 

Year 5– Ben and Rocco 

Year 6– Rose and Liya 

Behaviour for Life Winners 

Reception– Jessie 

Year 1– Astrid, Antonia and Ruarí 

Year 2— Jack, Elliott and Ethel 

Year 3-  Travis and Esmé 

Year 4– Angelica and Asher 

Year 5– Megan and Rose B 

Year 6–  Si Si and Fleur 



 

January 

Monday 29th and Tuesday 30th All day Oxford Opera Workshops in school Workshops for all pupils 

Wednesday 31st January AM Year 3 Art Workshop at Cokethorpe 

School 

More details to follow 

February 

Monday 5th February pm Reception and Year 6 NHS Measurement Details to follow 

Wednesday 7th February PM Wellbeing Wednesday Activities for children in the af-

Thursday 8th February All day Year 5/6 to Blenheim Palace Visit related to topic work 

Friday 9th February All day Chinese New Year Celebrations in school Celebrations within the school 

Monday 12th – Friday 16th Febru-

ary 

Half Term- No school 

Thursday 22nd February pm Year 5/6 and choir to Young Voices Details available separately 

Thursday 29th February pm Swallows Class Evenlode River Project- 

Session 1 

Workshop delivered by 

‘Everyone’s Evenlode’ 

March 

Monday 4th March All Day Houses of Parliament Visit For a mixed group of children 

from KS2. All children will go 

Friday 8th March All Day World Book Day celebrated in school Children will celebrate World 

Thursday 7th March pm Swallows class Evenlode River Project Workshop delivered by 

‘Everyone’s Evenlode’ 

Monday 11th- Tuesday 12th March All Day Year 5 Bikeability Children need to bring bikes to 

Thursday 14th March pm Swallows class Evenlode River Project Workshop delivered by 

‘Everyone’s Evenlode’ 

Friday 15th March All day Red Nose Day Fundraising activities in school 

Monday 18th March All day Year 4 Drama Day at Cokethorpe School More details to follow 

Tuesday 19th March All Day Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 to Legoland Trip related to topic work 

Wednesday 20th March pm Year 5/6 boys football at Cokethorpe More details to follow 

Wednesday 20th March pm Wellbeing Wednesday Activities for children in the af-

ternoon 

Thursday 28th March 1:10pm Children finish for the Easter Break   

Friday 29th March- Friday 12th Easter Holiday 

April 

Monday 15th April 8:35am School reopens for the summer term   



Oxford United in the Community Skills Centre 

  

Our Skills Centres provide a fun, player-centred environment in which young people will be en-

couraged to be creative and inventive in their football development. The programme offers a way 

to improve technical skills for those new to football, as well as to members of competitive grass-

roots or school teams. 

Weekly sessions focus on improving the ability of each player in areas such as ball mastery, pass-

ing, dribbling, turning & shooting. The key principles of attacking, defending and reading the 

game are developed through 1v1, 2v2 and small-sided games. 

The sessions are one hour in length and are run by Oxford United in the Community’s fully quali-

fied and experienced coaching staff, we have two sessions that are open for any children in the 

Witney & surrounding areas that are aged between 5 – 8 years old for our Mini Ox Session & 9 – 

11 years old for our Junior Ox Session. 

Our 9-11 year old session is unfortunately Sold out, but we do have space on our 5-8 year old 

session still. 

Players progressing well may be given the opportunity to trial for the OUitC Development Centre, 

as the skills centre is the start of our Football development pathway at Oxford United in the Com-

  
 

Day: Wednesday  

Next Session: 17th January 2024  

Final Session: 27th March 2024  

Session Type: Skills Centre  

Session Time:   
5:00pm – 6:00pm 

 

                       

Age groups: Mini Ox - Ages 5 – 8 year olds  

   

Venue: Witney ATP 
Gordon Way, Witney, Oxfordshire, 

OX28 4EH 

 

  
Link to book specific 

course: 

  
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/
oxfordunited/oxford-united-in-the-
community-skills-centres-ages-5-8-
witney-jan-mar-2024.html 

 

https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/oxfordunited/oxford-united-in-the-community-skills-centres-ages-5-8-witney-jan-mar-2024.html
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/oxfordunited/oxford-united-in-the-community-skills-centres-ages-5-8-witney-jan-mar-2024.html
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/oxfordunited/oxford-united-in-the-community-skills-centres-ages-5-8-witney-jan-mar-2024.html
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/oxfordunited/oxford-united-in-the-community-skills-centres-ages-5-8-witney-jan-mar-2024.html




Hedgehog Club Half Term Activity Days at Hailey Community Wood from 9.30am -

3.30pm. (Early drop off/late pick up available) 

14th, 15th and 16th February 

 
Come and enjoy a day of outdoor challenges and games including den building, fire lighting, cook-

ing and much, much more. 

 

We will be cooking snacks on the fire. Hot drinks, squash, homemade biscuits will be available all 

day. 

 

It costs £38 per child or £48 for early drop off option. 

Booking is through the website www.thehedgehogclub.co.uk  
 

 

Hedgehog Club Family Fun Morning. 

When: Sunday 4th February 10am until 1pm. 

Where: Hailey Community Wood, near Witney 

What: 

A morning of fun all about birds. You can make a bird hide, go exploring to see what 
birds you can find, make a bird feeder to take home and much, much more. 

Homemade biscuits hot drinks and snacks cooked on the fire will be available 

Costs: £15 per child, adults are free. Booking is through the website 

www.thehedgehogclub.co.uk  

http://www.thehedgehogclub.co.uk

