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Our approach to homework
We acknowledge that pupils have busy lives outside of school and we do not wish to overburden them with
homework. Activities such as sport, art, walking and playing games will greatly benefit our pupils and we do not
wish for homework to greatly restrict the time pupils have for these valuable activities.
However, we recognise that there are benefits to homework. It can:
•

Consolidate, reinforce and extend skills and understanding.

•

Provide opportunities for parents and children to work together.

•

Allow parents to gain an understanding of what children are learning in school.

•

Allow children to progress towards becoming more independent learners.

What are the aims of this policy?
•

To ensure a consistent approach to homework throughout the school.

•

To ensure that teachers, parents and children have a clear understanding regarding expectations for
homework.

•

To ensure that teachers, parents and children are fully aware of the role they play with regards
to homework.

What is the role of the school?
•

To provide parents with a clear policy regarding homework.

•

To ensure this policy is fully and consistently followed.

•

To provide support for parents with information about homework.

What is the role of the teacher?
•

To plan and set a programme of homework that is appropriate to the needs of the individual child
with consistent approaches to the days that homework is given and received.

•

To ensure all children understand the homework they have been given or what to do and who to
approach if they have difficulties.

•

To provide written or verbal feedback about homework.

•

To be available to talk to parents and children about homework.

•

To inform parents if there is a problem regarding homework.

What is the role of the parent/carer?
•

To support the child in completing homework.

•

To ensure the child completes homework to a high standard and hands it in on time.

•

To provide the appropriate conditions for the child to complete the homework.

•

To provide the appropriate resources for the child to complete the homework wherever possible.

What is the role of the child?
•

To ensure they have everything they need to complete homework each week.

•

To make sure they understand the tasks that have been set.

•

To put in the same level of effort as would be expected of class work.

•

To hand the homework in on time.

•

To take on board any feedback about homework.

Homework across the school
The most importance aspect of the children’s homework is their reading. Evidence suggests that children who
read for enjoyment every day not only perform better in reading tests than those who don’t, but also develop a
broader vocabulary, increased general knowledge and a better understanding of other cultures.
In fact, reading for pleasure is more likely to determine whether a child does well at school than their social or
economic background.
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What if homework is not completed?
This will be handled on a case by case basis through communication with the child at first and then the
parent. In some cases, the child might be encouraged to complete their homework at school.

