
 

Safeguarding 

Combe CE Primary School recognises its responsibility for safeguarding 

pupils and child protection and follows Oxfordshire County Council 

safeguarding policies and procedures. As a school community, we are 

committed to promoting the welfare of children and expect that all staff 

and volunteers share this commitment. We have three Designated 

Members of staff who have undertaken appropriate training: Mrs R 

Joannou (Headteacher), Mrs V Gehin and Mrs S Legge. All other members 

of staff receive regular training in order to develop their understanding of 

the signs and indicators of abuse, e-safety and how to prevent people from 

being drawn into terrorism. 

Raising Concerns  
Your child’s involvement in our school is extremely important to us, but 

from time to time you may have concerns or worries you wish to discuss. 

If this situation arises, it is important that you contact the class teacher in 

the first instance, so that we can resolve the problem as soon as possible. 

We have an ‘open door’ policy and welcome everyone to discuss concerns, 

however trivial they may seem. 
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Welcome 

We are delighted that your child will soon be joining us at Combe 
Church of England Primary School. We have around 110 pupils so have a 
close-knit family feel that nurtures all pupils and allows for a sense of 
belonging. 

At Combe, we encourage children’s natural curiosity in their 
learning.  Through our creative and challenging curriculum, we ensure 
that children are active learners with high aspirations. We believe in 
ensuring that children receive a broad and balanced curriculum, where 
individual talents are identified and developed. Whenever possible, we 
love to incorporate the outdoors into all aspects of our learning. 

Our school has a committed staff team who strive to reach high 
standards in everything we do, and this is further embedded through 
our successful relationships with parents and the local community. 
Education is best done in partnership between home and school, and we 
regard parents as an active partner in their child’s education and value 
their interest and support. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.  

Mrs Rachel Joannou 

Headteacher 

 

  

 Homework  

We understand the value that parents bring to their child’s education 
and appreciate the support parents provide. Homework is set 
throughout the school to help consolidate, practise and reinforce 
knowledge and concepts taught in class.  

Children in the Foundation Stage are expected to:  

• Be read to and/or read every day  
• Learn phonetic sounds as appropriate 

 

Children in Years 1 and 2 are expected to:  

• Read every day  
• Learn sounds and spellings  
• Practise English and maths skills (including multiplication 

tables 2, 5 and 10 and count in 3s) 

Children in Years 3 - 6 are expected to:  
• Read every day  
• Learn spellings  
• Learn all multiplication tables  
• Practise English and maths skills  
• Work on projects from non-core subjects 

 

 

 

  

    
 



Extra-curricular 
activities 

We offer a range of extra-curricular activities each term, some within 

the school day and at lunchtime and some take place after school. As an 

example, here is what was on offer during the summer term 2019: 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Tennis Construction, 

colouring and 
computers  

Relax kids Science 

Spanish Football Tag rugby  
Musical theatre  Family music  
Eco club    

House System 

All children in school are placed into a house, along with their siblings. 

The house names represent local villages.  The house system is designed 

to encourage children to think about the importance of being part of the 

Combe family and becoming good citizens. Children are divided into 

four houses: Stonesfield, Hanborough, Woodstock and Bladon. 

 

 

 

  

Vision  
 
We aim to help individuals develop a lifelong love of learning in a 
creative environment. Guided by our values, we build healthy and 
respectful relationships and celebrate differences. We are all committed 
to making ethical choices and playing our part in building a sustainable 
future. 

Values 
COMMUNITY † COMPASSION † WISDOM 

Our values were selected by all stakeholders - children, teachers, 
parents, governors and the wider community. 

Behaviour  

Here at Combe, we have replaced rules with ‘behaviours’ that we expect 

the school community to live by. These were selected by the children as 

a representation of a compassionate and thoughtful way to conduct 

ourselves. Certificates are given to children displaying these during 

worship. The behaviours for life are: 

Doing the Right Thing – Being Honest – Being Respectful - Learning from 

Mistakes – Being Ambitious – True Friendship and Trusting - Being 

Responsible – Caring for Others – Doing the Right Thing – Perseverance 

- Enjoyment and Having Fun 

 
    
 



Friends of Combe School 
(FoCS) 

The entire school community is considered a member of FoCS. FoCS 
work together to ensure the success of various events and fundraisers 
for the school. The school relies on every parent becoming involved at 
some point throughout the year and is very grateful to those parents 
who consistently give their help. FoCS also includes a committee of 
parents who meet regularly, oversee the events, and liaise with the 
school community about these events. Becoming a member of the FoCS 
committee is a fantastic way to get to know other parents and our wider 
school community.  

School Meals 

Our meals are provided by Dolce and are ordered and paid for through 

an online booking system. All children in EYFS and KS1 are entitled to 

universal free school meals.  

Mid-morning snack 

Children in Jupiter and Earth classes have fruit provided by the 

Government. Children in Mars and Saturn are encouraged to bring a 

healthy snack to eat at break time. This should be fresh fruit and/or 

vegetables.  

 

  

Attendance 

Regular attendance at school is essential in order that your child can 

make the most of the opportunities on offer. However, there may be 

unforeseen circumstances that prevent your child from attending school 

or arriving on time. The school will monitor children whose attendance 

falls below 95% and the situation will be discussed with parents where 

appropriate. The Attendance and Engagement Team may be asked to 

attend a Parent Contract meeting when attendance falls close to or below 

90% and a referral will be made if there is no improvement.  

Absence Requests 
during Term Time 

Amendments to government legislation regarding family holidays and 

extended leave from school came into force on 1st September 2013. The 

amendments make it clear that Headteachers may not grant any leave of 

absence during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances. 

Please see the Attendance Policy on our website for further details. 

Timings of School Day 

The timings of the school day are as follows:  

 EYFS and KS1 KS2 

Doors open 8:40am 8:35am 

Official start time 8:50am 8:45am 

Morning break 10:35-10:50am 

Lunchtime 12:00-1:00pm 

End of day 3:05pm 3:10pm 

 

 



    
 


